
 

 

  

 

t h e a t r e   n o t e s 
january/february/march 2012 

 

 

 
Two long-time friends and former lovers, poised at the top of 18th -century French aristocracy, 
devise elaborate schemes to test their skills as lovers and masters of manipulation and embark on 
their greatest conquests yet.  However, there are always consequences for those who seek to play 
the puppet master.  Les Liaisons Dangereuses evokes the grandeur and debauchery of pre-
revolutionary France.   
 
This dark romantic comedy is laced with deliciously decadent seduction, plenty of illicit passion and 
scorned lovers seeking revenge. 

 

Directed by Julian Toy-Cronin 

Mme la Marquise de Merteuil - Dorren Tamihere-Kemeys 

Mme de Volanges - Donna Verey 

Cecile Volanges - Jessica Walsh 

aŜǊǘŜǳƛƭΩǎ aŀƧƻǊŘƻƳƻ - Richard De Luca 

Le Vicomte de Valmont - Matthew Cousins 

Azolan - Stephen Lunt 

Mme de Rosemonde - Cynthia Cahill 

Mme de Tourvel - Donna Brookbanks 

Emilie - Catherine Ahern 

Chevalier Danceny - John Edwards 

 

HOW TO BOOK 

 

 

 

BOOK ONLINE AT  
www.iticket.co.nz  
or phone 09 361 1000  
or 0508 484 2538 if calling from outside 
Auckland  
booking fee/delivery fee will apply 

BY FAX (credit card only)  
Fax to (09) 579 7604  

BY POST (cheque/credit card only)  
Send to: ETS, PO Box 11432, Ellerslie, 
Auckland 1542.  

BY PHONE (09) 525 3336 or leave your 
booking details on the answer phone.  

IN PERSON (cash/cheque/credit 
card/Eftpos)  

Stables Theatre, Cnr Main Highway and 
Arthur St, Ellerslie.  Booking office opens 
forty five minutes before performance.   
Pre-booking is recommended to 
guarantee your seat. 

 

 

Ellerslie Theatrical Society Inc 
P O Box 11 432, Ellerslie, Auckland 1542   Phone 525 3336   Fax 579 7604 
Stables Theatre (Ellerslie War Memorial Community Centre),  Cnr Main Highway & Arthur Street, Ellerslie 
email:  ellerslietheatre@xtra.co.nz     website:  www.ellerslietheatre.co.nz 

 

1 5 ï 24 March 2012 @ 8pm  
Matinees Sunday 1 8 & Saturday 24 March  @ 2pm  

No performance Monday 19 March  
Tickets $22 evening, $20 Evening Discount 

$16 matinee, $13 Matinee Discount 

Membership Renewal 2012  

ETS needs your support which you can give by renewing or by becoming a new financial member, 
attending the shows and participating in our productions in the areas of activity outlined on the form.  You  
can pay online (instructions in membership form enclosed or by downloading a copy from the contacts 
page on www.ellerslietheatre.co.nz) or post a cheque to Treasurer, ETS, PO Box 11 432, Ellerslie, Auckland 
1542.  If you are interested or willing to participate in any aspect of the theatre, please let us know by 
ticking or adding your interest on the membership form.  

Play Reading Group ï Wed 15 February at 7.30pm  

This informal group meets periodically to give members the opportunity to read or listen to both complete 

plays, and interesting excerpts. New participants are welcome, and play suggestions are also invited.  The 

next informal play reading group will meet on Wednesday 15 February 2012, at the home of Shelagh Coop, 

2/38 Awatea Road, Parnell at 7.30pm.  The play will be Dark Energy  by Diane Francis.  Parts will be 

shared around so that everyone, who wishes, can have a chance to read.  There will be an opportunity for 

discussion after the reading.  Could you please let Rex Steele know if you are attending 09 575 6256 or 

wrecks01@xtra.co.nz (zero one). 

 

http://www.iticket.co.nz/


 

  

UNION POST MACõS BREWBAR THEATRE MEAL DEAL  
124 Main Highway - Ellerslie 

Telephone:  579 2303 
In January Ellerslie became home to the eighth Macôs Brewbar in the country ï Union Post Macôs Brewbar. 

Union Post Macôs Brewbar has taken the finest elements from each of the Brewbars before it and added some quirky 

characteristics to celebrate its location and history in Ellerslie.  The building was established in early 1900ôs as a post 

office, it has since been home to various restaurants and bars and now Macôs have used the history of the building as 

inspiration for the décor.  

Union Post Macôs Brewbar is a terrific venue that  is able to accommodate people in different spaces.  The decor has a 

little something for everyone with different areas - a garden bar for relaxing in the summer, a private room and 

courtyard. 

A Macôs Brewbar is a place where beer lovers of every age and inclination can feel at home.  Itôs a relaxing place, but a 

creative one too, with an eclectic collection of sights, smells and tastes. 

The friendly and slightly eccentric bar staff are very passionate about beer and know their brews inside out.  They are 

able to match a beer with any of the dishes on their appealing menu.  

Pre-book by phoning 09 579 2303 or visit their website at www.unionpost.co.nz, mention your booking at the theatre and receive 
a complimentary house wine, beer or spirit with every meal plus a complimentary coffee with dessert.  This offer does not apply 
to platters and finger food.  Diners must be seated by 6.00pm at the latest to allow time for the meal before the show. 

 

 

A discount to members, with bookings of 10 or more, with Union Post Meal Deal and to Community Services card holders. Please note that only 

one of these discounts can be claimed on any one ticket. 

 

 

written by  Ken Duncum  

directed by  Sian Davis  

 

REVIEWED BY  

John Charlton 
 

 

 

 

Jess - Helena-Grace Treadwell 

Tom - Thomas Moon 

Maeve - Cate Campbell 

William - Benjamin Murray 

Eliza - Ruby Campbell, Esther Stowers, Hannah Stowers 

 
Jess and Maeve each have a daughter fathered by Tom, who lives with contract lawyer 

William. The deal is that Jess will have another child for Tom and William to raise .... Cherish 

is the tale of two couples and the children they share. What happens when good intentions 

run up against the hard realities of human need? Cherish won Best New New Zealand Play at 

the Chapman Tripp Theatre Awards in 2003 making it two in row for Ken as his play Trick Of 

The Light won the same award the previous year. 

 

The challenge facing any director of this Chapman Tripp Award winning drama is to explore the issues of surrogate parenthood, step-

parenthood, relationships, and lost opportunity with a light enough touch to entertain rather than lecture the audience.  {ƛŀƴ 5ŀǾƛǎΩǎ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŎŀǎǘΣ ŀƛŘŜŘ ōȅ 5ŀǾƛŘ .ƭŀƪŜȅΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭƛǎǘ ǎŜǘΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿŜ ǎƻƻƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ¢ƻƳ ό¢ƘƻƳŀǎ aƻƻƴύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ WŜǎǎΩǎ ōŀōȅΣ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛǎ aŀŜve (Cate 

Campbell), while ¢ƻƳΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ό.ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ aǳǊǊŀȅύΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

Jess is not going to hand the baby over to them to raise as previously agreed.  Obviously, it is all going to end in tears, but exactly who is with 

whom at the end of the night is only revealed after a surprise twist in the final scene.  And, in a touch of genius, Ken Duncum also de-

ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊŦƛŜǎ aŀŜǾŜΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ŀǳǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛƴ ά[ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƭƛŜǎέΦ 

The play demands a lot of the cast, and all rose to the challenge of their role. Helena Grace-Treadwell portrayed well the pain of Jess learning 

ǿƘƻ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ /ŀǘŜ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ƎŀǾŜ aŀŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǉuires to make the final scene work so well.  As 

William, Thomas Moon took Tom from a charismatic, Peter Pan-like youth to a mature supportive adult and Benjamin Murray was a rock of 

sanity and honourable behaviour in the moral maze Ken Duncum created, which leaves the audience wondering why he is the one who loses 

the most in the end.   

{ƛŀƴ 5ŀǾƛǎΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊō ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳƻǳǊ ƻŦ ά/ƘŜǊƛǎƘέ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŘŜŦǘƭȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ as they 

navigated the moral maze laid out by Ken Duncum. This was an excellent and well-received production of an extraordinary play. 



FIRST AID COURSE ς SATURDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2012 
As part of Ellerslie's approach to Health & Safety we would like to invite anyone interested, especially those who help at the theatre to come along and gain some 
invaluable, potentially life-saving skills.  On-site course at St John on Ellerslie/Panmure Highway.  
 

Normally $150 but subsidized by Ellerslie Theatrical Society to $85.00 for the day. 
 

ST JOHN FIRST AID COURSES 
Workplace First Aid Express - Duration:  1 Day  Cost: $85.00 

 

Designed to provide you with confidence to deal with an Ψŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΩ ƭƛŦŜ-threatening situation until more experienced help arrives.  Completion of the course 
qualifies the student as a trained first aid person as described by Dept of Labour / Health and Safety Legislation.   NZQA: Accredited. 
 

 

Course Content 
 

¶ Scene assessment ¶ Burns, Seizures, Safety, Poisoning, Stroke 

¶ CPR ς all ages  ¶ Fractures/Dislocations 

¶ AED familiarisation ¶ Soft tissue injury 

¶ Bleeding ¶ Asthma 
 

Please contact Sue Spurling 
Front of House Manager  (09) 521 0901 / 021 263 2859 

A $25 non-refundable deposit will secure your place 

 
 

FOR YOUR DIARY  

¢ƘŜ !/¢¢ !ǿŀǊŘǎΩ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ 

be held on Saturday 10 March 

2012 at the Crowne Plaza 

Hotel in Auckland. 

Call 09 420 4045 or email info@actt.co.nz for 

booking details. 

 

Congratulations to all the ETS ACTT award nominees for 2011: 

Best Properties Design ï Jocelyn McQuaid for Extremities 
Best Sound Design ï Yvonne Durling for Extremities 
Best Female Actor in a Minor Role ï Mary Alice Krayecki as Patricia in Extremities 
Best Female Actor in a Supporting Role ï Donna Verey as Elvira in Blithe Spirit 
Best Female Actor in a Supporting Role ï Pandora Carlyon as Madam Arcati in Blithe Spirit 
Best Male Actor in a Supporting Role ï Benjamin Murray as William in Cherish 
Best Male Actor in a Leading Role ï Coben Storer as Raul in Extremities 
Best Male Actor in a Leading Role ï John Palmer as Charles in Blithe Spirit 

 

Fund Raising Opportunity 

Buy the house, 100 seats, for a selected show 
for $1200 ($12 per seat) and sell tickets to 
your social or community group at your 
selected price.  For example, tickets sold at 
the regular price of $22 will raise $10 per 
seat.  If all tickets were sold this would raise 
$1000.   

For more information contact Rona 
Colbert on 09 525 3336.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Like Ellerslie Theatrical Society 

on Facebook and keep up to 

date with shows and auditions. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Ellerslie Theatrical Society Inc 

will be held on 
 

MONDAY 30
TH

 APRIL AT 8.00PM 
 

at the 
 

STABLES THEATRE 
cnr Main Highway and Arthur Street, Ellerslie 

 

Information about committee positions and 
nomination forms will be available on 

www.ellerslietheatre.co.nz from 1 February.  
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

 
Call for Directors 2013/2014 
 

Applications are invited from Directors who would like to present a play, or selection of plays, to be considered for the Ellerslie 
Theatrical Society's 2013 seasons and the first season of 2014.  Applications close on Saturday 30 June 2012.  
 

Tentative dates are: 
 

Main Bill 1 - 2013  Season 14 to 23 March Rehearsal  space available from 8 Jan 2013 

Main Bill 2 - 2013 Season 6 to 15 June Rehearsal  space available from 2 April 2013 

Main Bill 3 - 2013 Season 22 to 31 August Rehearsal  space available from 17 June 2013 ς ONE ACT PLAY FESTIVAL 

Main Bill 4 - 2013 Season 7 to 16 November Rehearsal  space available from 3 September 2013 

Main Bill 1 - 2014 Season 20 to 29 March 2013 Rehearsal  space available from  14 January 2013 

 

An application form and general information can be downloaded as a PDF from the Contact Us section of 
www.ellerslietheatre.co.nz. 

 

whatès on at other theatres 

Dolphin Theatre  -  The Mousetrap ï season:  18 February ï 10 March   

Howick Little Theatre  -  The Priory ï season:  3 to 24 March   

Titirangi T heatre  -  Four Flat Whites in Italy  -  season:  13 to 24 March  

Company Theatre  -  Fawlty Towers ï season:   16 to 31 March  

Mairangi Players  -  Mystery at Greenfingers ï season:  13 to 18 April  

Playhouse Theatre  -  Are You Being Served ï season:  9 ï 17 December  to 28 April  

 

mailto:info@actt.co.nz
http://www.ellerslietheatre.co.nz/


 

A U D I T I O N S     
 

 

on Saturday 17 March 2012 at  1:30 pm  

at  the Stables Theatre  
written b y  William Shakespeare  

directed by  Bruce Brown  
 

A jealous husband nearly topples his own kingdom when he falsely accuses his wife of adultery with his childhood friend.  In 

his foolishness and rage he loses his wife, his son, and his baby daughter.  Years later, in the fields of his old friendôs land, 
the seeds are planted for reunion, redemption and rebirth.  ñA magical and life affirming play exploring the cycles of human 
life, the destructive capacity of jealousy an d the struggle for understanding, forgiveness and reconciliation.ò 
 
The cast requirements listed below are a general outline.  Ages specified are guidelines only and are flexible.  

Cast Required  

Leontes - Male, 30-40 The King of Sicilia, and the childhood friend of the Bohemian King Polixenes. He is gripped by jealous 
fantasies, which convince him that Polixenes has been having an affair with his wife, Hermione. His jealousy leads to the 
destruction of his family. 

Hermione - Female, 30-40 The virtuous and beautiful Queen of Sicilia. Falsely accused of infidelity by her husband, Leontes. 

Polixenes - 

 

Male, 30-40 The King of Bohemia, and Leontes's boyhood friend. He is falsely accused of having an affair with 
Leontes's wife, and barely escapes Sicilia with his life. Later in life, he sees his only son fall in love with a lowly 
{ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘϥǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΧǿƘƻ ƛǎΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ŀ {ƛŎƛƭƛŀƴ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎǎΦ 

Paulina - Female, 30-40 A noblewoman of Sicily, she is fierce in her defence of Hermione's virtue, and unrelenting in her 
condemnation of Leontes after Hermione's death. 

Autolycus / Antigonus - Male, 30-50 A roguish peddler, vagabond, and pickpocket; assists in Perdita and Florizel's escape / Paulina's 
husband, and also a loyal defender of Hermione. 

Cleomenes - Male, 20-40 A lord of Sicilia, sent to Delphi to ask the Oracle about Hermione's guilt. 

Dion - Female, 20-40 A Sicilian lady, she accompanies Cleomenes to Delphi. 

Camillo - Male, 30-40 An honest Sicilian nobleman, he refuses to follow Leontes's order to poison Polixenes, deciding instead 
to flee Sicily and enter the Bohemian King's service. 

 Shepherd - Male, 40-50 An old and honourable shepherd, he finds Perdita as a baby and raises her as his own daughter. 

Perdita - Female, 16-25 The daughter of Leontes and Hermione. Because her father believes her to be illegitimate, she is 
abandoned as a baby on the coast of Bohemia, and brought up by a Shepherd. Unaware of her royal lineage, she 
falls in love with the Bohemian Prince Florizel. 

Florizel - Male, 16-25 Polixenes's only son and heir; he falls in love with Perdita, unaware of her royal ancestry, and defies his 
father by eloping with her. 

Clown - Male, 20-30 The Shepherd's buffoonish son, and Perdita's adopted brother. 

Emilia / Dorcas - Female, 20-25 One of Hermione's ladies-in-waiting / Bohemian Shepherdess. 

Mamillius - Male, 16-25 The young prince of Sicilia, Leontes and Hermione's son. 

Mopsa - Female, 16-25 Bohemian Shepherdess. 

Jailer / Bear - Male 20-40 Jailer of the imprisoned Hermione / A bear. 

 
Season:  7 to 16 June 2012 

Rehearsals commence Tuesday 3 April 2012 
Each Tuesday and Thursday at 7.30pm, Sundays at 12.30pm 

 

For more information or to request a copy of the script please contact:  Bruce Brown 
Mobile :  027  530 5813  - Email:  nzkiwinz@hotmail.com  

 

PLEASE NOTE: ¢ƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ŀƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƭƳŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘe 
material becoming part of a documentary series.  Everyone auditioning will be required to sign a release form allowing use of the material.   

 

 

Call Rathikka on 09 309 9408  or  
email rathikka@novatalent.co.nz 
to enquire about representation 

  


