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Love + Hate . Revenge + Redemption . Destruction + Salvation
You might find all these genres in this seventh season of the Ellerslie One Act Play Festival. This biennial festival has become a
highly-coveted event for playwrights to submit original works and as a mentoring event for new directors. Six plays, including five
premieres, have been selected from a number of submissions with three plays being performed at each show. The one-acts contain
multiple themes, each accomplishing its own story with efficient use of dialogue and technical elements. Set in cabaret style seating,
the festival is a more relaxed way of seeing the plays and is suitable for group bookings. Book for two shows to see all plays.

find play synopsis on page two

TICKETS
Ticket Prices

Booked Together

Group A or B

Group A and B

Evening $25, Matinee $20

Evening or Matinee $40

Shows | Group A

Shows | Group B

Thursday 22 August, Gala , 8pm.
Saturday 24 August 8pm.
Monday 26 August– no show.
Wednesday 28 August, 8pm.
Friday 30 August, 8pm.
Saturday 31 August Matinee, 2pm.

Friday 23 August, Gala, 8pm.
Sunday 25 August Matinee,2pm.
Monday 26 August– no show.
Tuesday 27 August, 8pm.
Thursday 29 August, 8pm.
Saturday 31 August, 8pm.

A discount to members, with bookings of 10 or more,
and to Community Services card holders.
Only one discount can be claimed on any one ticket.
BOOK ONLINE AT
www.iticket.co.nz
or phone 09 361 1000
or 0508 484 2538 if calling from outside Auckland
NO booking fee/delivery fee
BY POST (cheque/credit card only)
Send to: ETS, 40 Michaels Avenue, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051.
IN PERSON (cash/cheque/credit card/Eftpos)
Box office opens forty five minutes before the performance.

A complimentary glass of methode champenoise, or juice and snacks will be served
on the opening night performance of both group A and B.
GROUP A GALA -Thursday 22 August GROUP B GALA - Friday 23 August
Pre-booking is recommended to guarantee your seat.

Opening Night Gala

Thank you to our sponsors and supporters:

Ellerslie Theatrical Society Inc
40 Michaels Avenue, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051 Phone 525 3336
Stables Theatre (Ellerslie War Memorial Community Centre), 138 Main Highway, Ellerslie
email: info@ellerslietheatre.co.nz or newsletter@ellerslietheatre.co.nz website: www.ellerslietheatre.co.nz

GROUP A
THE PLAN New Play

GROUP B
SUSPICIOUS New Play

Written and directed by Paul Norrell

Written by David Blakey and directed by Merrin Cavel

Gaul, 58 BC. Germanic tribes are poised to invade. A
nervous young Tribune anxiously awaits the arrival of
none other than the great Julius Caesar himself. But he
has no idea what to do! The Plan is a whimsical comedy
set against the backdrop of real historical events.

An absurdist, tongue in cheek look at the classic
dramatized murder mystery. It’s 1958, England, and
Colonel Colman is set to welcome a small group of oddball
guests to his home for dinner, but something goes terribly
wrong and no one makes it out alive. It seems that the
investigation is going nowhere.

TINDER STORIES - THE WORST DATE EVER
New Play
Adapted from Seren Powell-Jones' [Hidden Under The
Covers] blog and directed by Bruce Brown.
Based on a true story, 24-year-old Seren recounts the
misadventures from her worst date ever with f*ckboy
Marc. Part verbatim theatre and part 'Drunk History'
reenactment.

I LOVE AN EARTHLING NZ Premiere

FAIR PLAY New Play
Written by Pauline Grogan and directed by Sinead Miller
When tenant clashes with landlord Liberty is left out in the
cold, so to speak, with no one listening to her plight. After
nearly falling off her deck, Liberty fights to get her story
heard and with a leaky roof, hole in the deck and a storm
on the way can Liberty get something done before
something disastrous happens?

THE DEATH OF ME

Written by Rex McGregor directed by Amie Bentall

Written by Norm Foster and directed by Vic Leilua

An intergalactic traveller has fallen in love with a human
being. The way he plans to show it will literally make the
earth move.

When John bargains with the Angel of Death for a second
chance at life, he quickly discovers that fixing the mistakes
of your past is difficult especially when there are all sorts
of new mistakes to be made.

TUESDAY 27 AUGUST
and
WEDNESDAY 28 AUGUST
That’s right it’s time for our famous
One Act Play quiz night!
During the interval between each show rack
your brains with our exciting team quiz!
Fun prizes for every team member on the
winning team– announced at the end of the
night.

Thanks to your kind donations on iTicket and directly to the society, we are
now able to purchase a ticket printer. This means we can close the box
office two hours before the show starts instead of the night before. Making
it easier for everyone to buy their tickets and enjoy our
shows!

So dust off those programmes and tune into
QI to get ready for a challenging night.

Thank you also to iTicket for their generous loan of a ticket
printer so we could trial this new system.

It was impossible to fault this one. It began with a superb script: hard hitting, perceptive, compassionate, and humorous by turn.
Every observer must relate to at least one incident evoking personal agony. It is a challenge when everything you can think and say
about a saga has already been uttered…far better.
There was from the audience, reaction by turn of shock, surprise, delight, and sadness as the lives of an ordinary family played out
before them. Casting was ideal, allowing Ken and Vicky to raise their children Lauren, Matt, Merrin and Paul into a diverse, loving,
surprising and shocking but plausible family unit. The acting skills of all six unified this production….perfectly.
Set, lighting, sound and props were unobtrusive and well melded, allowing the acting and storytelling to dominate the
presentation.
Pam’s directing was meticulous, allowing for fluid transitions through numerous scenes advancing, elaborating and
enriching. Overall simplicity was the approach, and complexity the result. I resist the temptation to quote any lines as this play
speaks eloquently for itself.
Modestly reviewed by Rex Steele

written by Andrew Bovell

directed by Pam Browne

Fran — Vicky Cairns | Bob— Ken Morrison | Pip— Merrin Cavel | Mark — Paul Greenfield | Ben—Matt Butler | Rosie—Lauren Bartley

Raffle Winner | Gail from Devonport

Join us behind the scenes, on stage or in front of
house. For more information see the website or
contact our team.
Membership & Bar—Rona 09 525 3336
Hospitality—Ros 021 182 8109
hospitality@ellerslietheatre.co.nz
Design Team—Anna 021 137 4936
newsletter@ellerslietheatre.co.nz
Crew—Charlotte 021 10208389
stagecrewellerslie@gmail.com
Set Build—David 027 495 3794
construction@ellerslietheatre.co.nz
SET BUILD DATES | Enchanted April
Saturday 12 October
Saturday 19 October
Saturday 26 October & Sunday 27 October
Saturday 2 November
Pack-out Sunday 17 November

LEARN NEW SKILLS
Join us for some winter fun and cross something off your New Year resolution list
– learn a new skill with ETS! From carpentry, to sourcing props and costumes,
designing lights and sound, production management and helping actors remember their lines or our audience members find their seats there are so many opportunities in a theatre. We welcome volunteers of all levels of experience and hope
to learn something from you too!

SOUND DESIGNER
Love making noise? We’re looking for
sound designers for any of our future
productions—please pass on the
message to anyone who may be
interested as we are starting to think
Charlotte’s cat might be a good
candidate!
For more information contact Charlotte
stagecrewellerslie@gmail.com or 021 102 8389

AUDITION | SATURDAY 24 AUGUST 2019 AT 1.30PM| AT STABLES THEATRE

•

ENCHANTED APRIL—adapted by Matthew Barber from the
novel by Elizabeth von Arnim. Directed by Jason Moffatt.
World War I has ended and life in England is slowly settling back to
normal. It has been raining for days in London when Lotty discovers an
advertisement describing San Salvatore, a villa on the Italian seashore,
for let and impulsively persuades Rose to rent it with her. Their
advertisement for travelling companions has two respondents: caustic
Mrs. Fisher and the beautiful Lady Caroline. Can these four very
different women come together at the villa, find healing in the
tranquil beauty of their surroundings, and rediscover hope and love?
See the audition notice at www.ellerslietheatre.co.nz for the full
synopsis.
About the director
This is Jason’s third play as director, and his first for Ellerslie
Theatrical Society. Jason has quite a bit of experience as an actor
and so may be considered 'An Actors’ Director' - whatever that
means! He claims to see a play in his head and will communicate
that vision to everyone with as much clarity as possible, but he is
also collaborative, and open to suggestions from the cast. Enchanted
April is a delightful, insightful and humorous play with some subtle
moments that he hopes to stage - and to have fun in doing so!
Rehearsals
Commence Tuesday 3 September 2019, Tuesdays and Thursdays each
week from 7.30pm, Sundays from 12.30pm.
Season
Thursday 7 to Saturday 16 November 2019 - 10 performances including
2 matinees.
Auditions

•
•

•

For more information and a copy of the script please contact
Jason Moffatt by email to: jason.moffatt01@gmail.com.
Actors will be asked to read scenes from the script with other
actors. No preparation is necessary but if you would like to
prepare, the following scenes would be useful to look at:
Lotty and Rose: Act 1, sc. 1
Mrs. Graves: Act 1, sc. 6
Frederick: Act 1, sc. 3
Costanza: Act 2, sc. 1

Lady Caroline: Act 1, sc. 5
Mellersh: Act 1, sc. 2
Anthony: Act 1, sc. 7

The ages are only suggestions and should only be treated as
guidelines. If you are outside of this age range but feel you are
perfect for the role, please come along to audition.

All of the characters except Costanza are English, so it would be desirable,
but not essential, if the actors were capable of some variety of English
accent. Costanza’s is Italian - this role would suit an Italian-speaker or an
actor who can master an Italian accent.

Characters

• Lotty Wilton, female, 30ish - an obedient, but unhappy, housewife. Lotty
is a repressed visionary, her usually timid behaviour hides a very bright
and joyful spirit, irrepressible once unleashed. She is highly perceptive of
others’ emotional states.

• Rose Arnott, female, 30 to 40 - a dutiful, but unhappy, housewife. Rose
is a devout Christian who has buried herself in charitable work to
compensate for the absenteeism, physically and emotionally, of her
husband. She comes across as sensible and stiff but is actually intelligent
and sensitive. Rose is lonely.

• Mellersh

Wilton, male, 30 to 40 - a cheerfully domineering husband.
Mellersh is a Family Solicitor, always on the lookout for opportunities of
professional advancement. He is very concerned with “keeping up
appearances”. Perhaps not the brightest, his hidden talents are artistic
and musical. He loves Lotty very much.

• Frederick

Arnott, male, 40ish - a humorous, but distant, husband.
Frederick is a writer, self-deprecatory but talented. He prefers writing
poetry but has garnered much success and celebrity writing salacious
historical biographies under the nom-de-plume of Florian Ayers. In
recent years he has led a double-life, being prized as a bon vivant
amongst high society whilst neglecting his wife.

• Caroline

Bramble, female, 25ish - a very beautiful socialite. Born and
raised in high society, Caroline is used to having her way. She can be cool
and aloof at will, which makes her somewhat inscrutable. Yet she is
intelligent and witty, has known love and loss, and has been embittered
by it.

• Mrs

Graves, female, 70ish - a London Matron. Mrs. Graves gives the
appearance of being very formal, very traditional, very proud and very
serious. In fact she is empathetic, fun-loving and wise. She was a loving
wife until widowed. Despite her advanced years there may be a touch of
the girlish about her.

• Anthony

Wilding, male, 30ish - a charming bachelor. Anthony is a
talented portrait artist. Intelligent and perceptive, like Lotty he is
something of a visionary. He is kind, gracious and well-mannered.

• Constanza, female, 50 to 60 - an Italian Housekeeper. Costanza is warm,
kind, and hard-working. The long-time housekeeper at San Salvatore, she
loves Anthony like a son. She doesn’t speak any English but her sense of
humour transcends the language barrier.

what’s on at other theatres
Playhouse Theatre Inc

www.pti.net.nz

Monty Python’s Spamalot by Eric Idle — season: 28 September to 12 October

Dolphin Theatre

www.dolphintheatre.co.nz

Moonlight and Magnolias by Ron Hutchinson — season: 2 to 17 August

Howick Little Theatre

www.hlt.org.nz

The Book of Everything adapted by Richard Tulloch — season: 6 to 27 July

Papakura Theatre Company

www.ptc.org.nz

Legally Blonde: The Musical — season: 13 to 27 July 2019

Mairangi Players

www.mairangiplayers.co.nz

12 Angry Men by Reginald Rose — season: 27 September to 5 October

