
Enchanted April 

by Matthew Barber, adapted from the novel by Elizabeth Arnim 
directed by Jason Moffatt 
7 to 16 November 2019 

World War I has ended and life in England is slowly settling back to normal. It has been raining for days in London when Lotty discovers 

an advertisement describing San Salvatore, a villa on the Italian seashore, and impulsively persuades Rose to rent it with her. Their 

advertisement for travelling companions has two respondents: caustic Mrs. Fisher and the beautiful Lady Caroline. Can these four very 

different women come together at the villa, find healing in the tranquil beauty of their surroundings, and rediscover hope and love?  

A complimentary glass of méthode champenoise, or juice, and snacks will be 

served  on the opening night performance Thursday 7 November.  

 TICKETS 
Tickets  
$25 evening, $23 evening discount 
$20 matinee, $18 matinee discount 

A discount to members, with bookings of 10 or more,  
and to Community Services card holders.   
Only one discount can be claimed on any one ticket. 

BOOK ONLINE AT  
www.iticket.co.nz  
or phone 09 361 1000  
or 0508 484 2538 if calling from outside Auckland  
NO booking fee/delivery fee. Bank transaction fees may apply 

BY POST (cheque/credit card only)  
Send to: ETS, 40 Michaels Avenue, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051.  

IN PERSON (cash/cheque/credit card/Eftpos)                                                           
Box office opens forty five minutes before the performance.     

Shows 
Thursday 7 November, Gala, 8pm 
Friday 8 November, 8pm 
Saturday 9 November, 8pm 
Sunday 10 November, Matinee, 2pm 
Monday 11 November - no show 
Tuesday 12 November, 8pm 
Wednesday 13 November, 8pm 
Thursday 14 November, 8pm 
Friday 15 November, 8pm 
Saturday 16 November, Matinee at 2pm, Final show at 8pm 

 

Pre-booking is recommended to guarantee your seat. 

Opening Night Gala 

IN THIS EDITION | Join us and help around the stables | Audition Notice| Review & Events | Directors Invitation ……. 
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Ellerslie Theatrical Society Inc 
40 Michaels Avenue, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051   Phone 525 3336    

Stables Theatre (Ellerslie War Memorial Community Centre),  138 Main Highway, Ellerslie 

email: info@ellerslietheatre.co.nz  or  newsletter@ellerslietheatre.co.nz     website:  www.ellerslietheatre.co.nz 

 
 Thank you to our sponsors and supporters: 
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ONE ACTERS by Rex Steele 

Take an ancient Ides of March and update with a classically humorous power behind the throne scenario.  With mixed metaphoric  

aphorisms our Cicero-like slave saves the day and possibly the bacon by formulating a cunning plan that is possibly not a PLAN….but 

let’s not be too emphatic on that.  

Definitely an up to DATE play for the young, before wisdom and experience get in the way of the shallowness, of exploratory 

relationships and a lack of consideration for another person’s point of view. The girls have it, but not in depth. Humour is in the ear of 

the hearer, and good luck to the boy says I if he managed to escape. 

Everything has its price. Take what you want and pay for it. Whimsical intergalactic racism in this EARTHY, crisp delight keeps us 

guessing as to who actually is the more alien. The UFO has provided us with visitors, but are we better off?  

Though reworked, an intriguing plot encompassing a plethora of SUSPECT theatrical twists which keep the audience predicting, 

guessing, and finally applauding as … the butler didn’t do it! Many good plays in Brighton never make it to London, but if this one 

were lengthened, perhaps it might! 

Lighthearted treatment of an age old UNFAIR universal dichotomy. Do you support the haves or the have nots in this dilemma of not 

owning your own house? A plausible portrayal of tenant versus landlord, with no real quick fix solutions. Would however that I had a 

phone that made such instant connections. 

Being walloped off centre at the first and kept delighting in the black humour and subtlety of observation, the tongue heaves right 

through to the other cheek. With the profound treated as matter of fact, and clever swapping of dominance, this DEATHLY play 

abounds with unexpected, pithy bon mot.   

Write 50 times: “I am reviewing, not adjudicating.” How does one undo feelings built over a lifetime? These offerings gave us superb 

acting, and direction, clarity, projection, variation of pace and volume, pauses for emphasis, cheating to audience, gripping 

characterization, and above all diverse entertainment. But audience, your loudest shrieks of approval are not always necessarily 

delivered to the right actor or play. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MEGAN, OUR RAFFLE WINNER FOR THE ELLERSLIE FESTIVAL OF ONE ACT PLAYS 2019  

ETS 2019 PLAY TASTER—Saturday 23rd of November at 8pm 

Come along to the Stables Theatre on Saturday the 23rd of November and be tempted by four tantalising tasters from the plays being 

presented by ETS in 2020. There will be four 5-10 minute rehearsed reading morsels from each play. If you are interested in seeing a 

play, auditioning for a role, or wanting to get involved in one of the productions, this is the perfect opportunity to find out a little 

more. There is no entry fee and there will be a cash bar with EFTPOS available.  Please RSVP to Rona Colbert on 09 525 3336 or email 

info@ellerslietheatre.co.nz. The doors open at 7.30pm with the presentation starting at 8pm and runs for approximately one hour.   



SOUND DESIGNER 
Love making noise? We’re looking for sound 

designers for any of our future productions—please 

pass on the message to anyone who may be 

interested as we are starting to think Charlotte’s cat 

might be a good candidate! 

For more information contact Charlotte 

stagecrewellerslie@gmail.com or 021 102 8389  

2019 SET BUILDS FOR ENCHANTED APRIL  

We’re a friendly bunch of people with varying skill levels, and the set builds are both 
challenging and fun. You don’t need tools or skills, just a willingness to pitch in. The set 
builds start from 9am and go on to around 5pm. You don’t have to work all those hours 
as any time is appreciated. We stop for lunch around 12:30pm supplied by ETS, so you 
won’t want to miss that!  

The dates for Enchanted April are Saturday 12 October, Saturday 19 October, Saturday 
26 October, Sunday 27 October, Saturday 2 November. 

For more information or to join the team contact David Blakey  
construction@ellerslietheatre.co.nz or text/call 027 495 3794  

HELP AROUND THE STABLES                                                                                                      
Join us behind the scenes, on stage or in 

front of house. For more information see 

the website or contact our team.                           

Membership & Bar- Rona 09 525 3336                          

Hospitality - Rona  09 525 3336                                 
hospitality@ellerslietheatre.co.nz      

Design Team - Anna 021 137 4936   news-
letter@ellerslietheatre.co.nz   

Crew - Charlotte 021 10208389                               
stagecrewellerslie@gmail.com                   

Set Build - David 027 495 3794                                      
construction@ellerslietheatre .co.nz 

SET BUILD DATES 2020 

Main Bill One 

Saturday 15 February 
Saturday 22 February 
Saturday 29 February 

Saturday 7 March 
Pack-out Sunday 22 March  

Main Bill Two 

Saturday 9 May 
Saturday 16 May 
Saturday 23 May 

Saturday 30 May, Sunday 31 May 
Pack-out Sunday 14 June  

Main Bill Three  

Saturday 25 July 
Saturday 1 August 
Saturday 8 August 

Saturday 15 August 
Pack-out Sunday 30 August  

Main Bill Four  

Saturday 10 October 
Saturday 17 October 

Saturday 24 October & Sunday 25 October 
Saturday 31 October 

Pack-out Sunday 15 November  

Members who volunteer for crew roles  
receive two complimentary tickets to the 

show. 

COME AND PLAY WITH US 

An application form and general information can be downloaded as a PDF from the Contact Us section of www.ellerslietheatre.co.nz. 

DIRECT Applications are invited from Directors who would like to present a play, or selection of plays, to be considered for the 

2021 & 2022     Ellerslie Theatrical Society 2021 & 2022 seasons. Applications for 2021 close on Saturday 26 June 2020. Tentative dates are: 

Main Bill 1 - 2021 Season 11 to 20 March Audition Saturday 7 Nov 2020—Rehearsals start Tuesday 5 Jan 2021 

Main Bill 2 - 2021 Season 10 to 19 June Audition Saturday 13 Mar 2021—Rehearsals start Thursday 1 April 2021 

Main Bill 3 - 2021 Season 26 Aug to 4 Sept The Ellerslie Festival of One Act Plays—Plays and Directors submissions invited 

Main Bill 4 - 2021 Season 11 to 20 November Audition Saturday 28 Aug 2021—Rehearsals start Tuesday 7 September 2021 

Christmas Float -  2021 Sunday 2 December  

Main Bill 1 - 2022 Season 17 to 26 March 2022 Audition Saturday 13 Nov 2020—Rehearsals start Sunday 9  Jan 2022 

CHRISTMAS FLOAT  

Save the date - Sunday 1 December 2019 

From float construction to parade participants get into the Christmas spirit 

with ETS. The Ellerslie Business Association’s Santa Parade is the perfect way 

to start the festive season. If you would like to be part of our entry to the San-

ta Parade please contact Rona 09 525 3336 

mailto:davidblakey@gmail.com
http://www.ellerslietheatre.co.nz


 
Titirangi Theatre www.titirangitheatre.co.nz Alarms and Excursions by Michael Frayn — season:  19 to 30 November 

Dolphin Theatre www.dolphintheatre.org.nz  The Flint St Nativity by Tim Firth — season:  8 to 30 November 

Howick Little Theatre www.hlt.org.nz The Game’s Afoot by Ken Ludwig  — season:  9 to 30 November  

Company Theatre www.companytheatre.co.nz Arms and the Man by George Bernard Shaw — season:  16 to 30 November 

Mairangi Players www.mairangiplayers.co.nz  The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett — season:   29 Nov to 7 Dec 

AUDITION | SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 1.30PM| AT STABLES THEATRE 
 

Rehearsals 

Commence Sunday 5 January 2020, Tuesdays and Thursdays each week 

from 7.30pm, Sundays from 12.30pm. 

Season 

Thursday 12 to Saturday 21 March 2020 - 10 performances including 2 

matinees. 
Auditions 

For more information, audition requirements and a copy of the script 

please contact Carl Drake by email to: auditions@ellerslietheatre.co.nz  

Characters 

The ages are only suggestions and should only be treated as guidelines. If 

you are outside of this age range but feel you are perfect for the role, 

please come along to audition.  

• Catherine, female, 20s to 30s – having placed her own dreams and 

aspirations on hold to care for her mentally ill father. Their relationship, 

although sometimes antagonistic on the surface, was sustained by 

strong mutual affection. Although she is a brilliant mathematician and 

strong, highly intelligent woman, Catherine is worried that, not only has 

she inherited her father’s genius, she may have also inherit his illness.  

• Robert, male, 50-60s — Robert was a mathematical genius. When he 

was in his early twenties, he made major contributions to game theory, 

algebraic geometry, and nonlinear operator theory. While he was still in 

his twenties, Robert was afflicted by a serious mental illness, which 

dogged the remainder of his life. He became so incapacitated that his 

daughter Catherine had to stay at home to care for him. Robert had 

a deep affection for Catherine.  

• Hal, male, 24 to 35 – is a former PhD student of Robert. Now working in 

the mathematics department of the local college and moonlighting in a 

rock-band, it is he who uncovers the proof. With a long term interest in 

Catherine, it is for a slightly insensitive and manipulative Hal to 

ascertain the truth behind the proof.  

• Claire, female, 30s – elder sister to Catherine, recently relocated to 

New York and now returns to Chicago for a funeral, keen to take 

Catherine back to the Big Apple. She’s non-mathematical and 

sophisticated, wants Catherine to be within arm’s reach however is 

unwilling to offer her the support she likely needs. She has reservations 

regarding the proof’s authorship and certainly struggles to comprehend 

her younger sister being a ground-breaking scientist.  

what’s on at other theatres 

PROOF — by David Auburn.  Directed by Carl Drake  

(Mystery/Drama) On the eve of her twenty-fifth birthday, Catherine, a 
troubled young woman, has spent years caring for her brilliant but 
unstable father, a famous mathematician. Now, following his death, she 
must deal with her own volatile emotions; the arrival of her estranged 
sister, Claire; and the attentions of Hal, a former student of her fathers 
who hopes to find valuable work in the 103 notebooks that her father 
left behind. Over the long weekend that follows, a burgeoning romance 
and the discovery of a mysterious notebook draw Catherine into the 
most difficult problem of all: How much of her father's madness—or 
genius—will she inherit?   

Proof contains themes of death, depression, mental illness, and adult 
language.  The play won the 2001 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and Tony 
Award for Best Play. 

About the director 
Carl Drake is an Actor, Director & Producer in both amateur and 
professional theatre spaces.  Proof will be his 11th directorial position 
spanning 10 relatively short years in the performing arts.  During this 
time, he attended a vast number of acting and directing workshops on a 
variety of techniques which he now draws from.  These include, 
Meisner, Ivana Chubbuck, Uta Hagen, Jeremiah Comey, Matthew 
Harrison & Mark Travis. In 2018, he formed Cafe Theatre which entered 
a play in the recent Short+Sweet Festival and proudly won 3 awards 
including Judges Choice Award. 

It will be his full first length play at Ellerslie Theatre having previously 
directed two One Act Plays, ‘Farewell’ in 2015 and ‘Dolores’ in 2017 
which were well received by audiences. 

Notes from the director 

Rarely is one presented with the opportunity to direct a play that’s on 
one’s bucket list. Proof by David Auburn is one such play that has been 
on mine list for many years, and as such, I’m both humbled and excited 
to be directing this play at Ellerslie Theatre.  

Proof is an important play that demonstrates the complexities of mental 
health and how a series of unfortunate events coupled with 
unintentional interpersonal power-play dynamics from well-meaning 
loved-ones, can spiral someone into despair and manic depressive 
episodes. 

This play requires 4 strong actors, who deeply understand and 
empathise with the characters as this will be both a challenging and 
exhilarating experience bringing this piece to life. Using a variety of 
directing techniques, I like to focus primarily on developing the 
relationships between each of the characters and work collaboratively 
with both cast and crew as a creative team. I hope to see you at the 
auditions. 


